MEINUTES OF TOWN OF BERKLEY SELECTMEN'S MEETING OF 05/13/2425

SULECTMEN IN ATTENDANCE: Tabitha McCrohan-Chalr, Jennifor Vincen-Meaeniber

ACTION

Call To Crder

Soard of Seiectmen - Called to Crder a1 6:00PM I the Counsel On Aping Roowm

Public [learing:

New Business:

Pursuant to Masgachusells General Law, Chapter 186, Section 22, the Board of
Selecimer will tiold a public hearnp on Wednesday. May 13th, 2026 a1 6:00 p.m. in
the Moitoza - Pettey Hearing Room at the Town Office Building, 1 North Main
Street, Berkley, Massachusetts, on the sole petition of Taunton Municipal Lighting
Plant proposing the nstallation of one joint pole locations EL40 on Soulh Main St
approximately 960° S of the interscetion of South Mam 8t And Bryant St
intersection, in the Town of Berkley. Interested parties are welcome 1o atiend and
comment; persons wishing to be heard should appear on the date and at the time and
place designated ahove. Comments can also be gent to the Board of Selectmen either
by mail, ¢/o Matthew Chabot, Town Administrator, One North Main Street, Berkley,
Massachuserts 02779, or via e-mail, 3¢ ARAAY i priorto the date and
time of the public hearing Plans on file in Town Clerk's Office for public viewing,
Seeing no onc comce forward to speak, Ms. Vincent made a motion to approve the
pole relocation as described on plan number 31326 and authorize signature of all
related documentation, which was scconded and approved unanimously. Ms. Vincent
then nioved 1o close the public hearing. which was alse seconded and approved.

Taken out of Order: Board to discuss possible Board reorganization following the
Annual Town Election; review of matter; votes may be taken. Following the annual
town election, the Board ol Selectmen voted to reorganize its leadership, with Jennifer
Vincent moving fo appoint Tabitha McCrohan aschairof the Board of Selectmen, the
motion being seconded and approved unanimously . The board then proceeded to
recognize that there were now two members on the board and confirmed ihat the
reorganization was complete

LBoard to review and possibly appoint Roseanne Kulibaba to the Finance Committee
forthe Town of Berkley with a term expiring June 30, 2027, Review of matter; voles
may be taken.

Bourd to finalize and execute contract with Ashleigh Haslam for the position of Town
Accountanti; review of matter; votes may be taken. Contract is for 3 years.

Board to finalize and cxecute contract with Sandra Cameron for the position of
Principal Asscssor; review of matter; votes may be taken. Contract is for 3 years

Board to review and possibly appoint Daly McCabe ag the Children’s Librarian for
the Town of Berkley. Review of matler: votes may be taken. The Library Director
Carol Buote and Daly each spoke about their background working with chitdren and
in a school Hbrary, and the importance of restoring the long-understaffed children’s
toom, Ms. McCrohan expressed concern about hiring amid town-wide layoffs and
unresolved budget issues after the failed override, while the Ms. Buote stressed that
without a children’s librarian the children’s room would ltkely have {o close or reduce
hours significantly, Due to disagrecment between the two Selectmen and the need to
resobve broader budget guestions first, the hoard voted to table the appointment unti
alter Further budget discussion later in the meeting {0:14:04-0:14:47]. After those
broader budget talks and a short recess. the board retumed to the item and voted to
appoint Daly McCabe as Children’s Librarian.

Motion 1o approve:
JVincent motioned:

TMeCrohan sceond;
Motion approved

Maotion to approve:
IVincenl motioned:
TMeCrohan sccond;
Motion approved

Motion te approve:
TMcCrohan motioned:
FVincent second,
Motion approved

Mation to approve:
T cCrohan motioned:
¥V incent sccond;
Motion zpproved

Motion to approve:
ThcCrohan motioned:
JVineent second;
Motion approved

Maotion te move:
ThcCrohan mationed:
TV incent second;
Meotion approved

Motion to approve:

T™MeCrohan motioned:

I¥incent second;
Motion approved
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MIMUTES OF TOWN OF BERKLEV SELECTMEN'S MEETING OF 85/13/2026

SELECTREN TN ATTENDARNCH: Tabitha MeCrohan-Chatr, Jennifer Vincent-Member

Old Business:

Board to accept resignation of Guy Parcnicau as the plumbing fispector for the Towa
T

of Berkley, Review of matici; votes may be taken. The Board voted to accept ihe
resignation of Guy Parentcau frem his posinion aad expresscd thanks for his sorvice.

Bourd io acceptthe resignation of Mark Houstalt from the Board of Selectimen; review
of matter; vates may be taken. The Board voted 10 accept the resimation of Mark
Horstall Trom the Board of Selectmen, effective immediately, with members noting
the difficult climate around the recent election and thanking him for his service.

Board to appoint Joel Figueredo Lo position of plumbing inspector for the Town of
Berkley; review of matter; votes may be taken. The Board voted to appoint Joc!
Figueredo as Plumbing Inspector for the Town of Berkley, noting he had previously
served as Assistant Plumbing Inspectorand that the position is not paid out of taxation

Board to approve job posting for Assistant Plumbing Inspeetor position; review of
matter; vetes may be taken. The Board voled to approve posting the Assistant
Plumbing Inspector position to fill the vacancy created by the promation of Joel
Figueredo to Plumbing Inspector.

Board te consider and potentially approve attesta tion Tor Chief of Police for the POST
Commission; review of matter; votes may be taken. The Board voted to authorize
exscution of the attestation tor the Chief of Police required by the POST Cemmission,
acting as the Chief’s appointing authority.

Taken ont of Order: Bouard to consider recommendations of the Finance Commities
regarding the FY2027 operating budpet and potentially vote on a finzal
recommendation 1o Annual Town Mecting; review of matter; votes may be taken,
During the review of the Finance Committee’s FY27 operaling budget
recemmendations, My, Chabot noted that the FinCom’s budget ways roughly 514,000
below the Town Administrator’s guidelines budget, pumarily due to a reduction in a
velerans’ benefits line that is currently unused and a level-funding of the moderator’s
expense. Ms. Vincent delivered extensive prepared remarks emphasizing respeet for
departments’ 4.5% culs, opposition to using free cash or general stabilization for
recurring operating expenses, the need Lo save for capital and avoid pushing the town
toward possible state receivership, and the importance of mamtaining local control.
Ms. Vincent defended funding for positions that generats or prolect recurring revenie
(e.g., Tull-time building inspcctortied to higher permitting revenue and c-permitting,
and the Town Administrator role that also functions as finance/grant writcr), and
stated she would support a balanced budget reflecting the FinCom recommendations
while avoiding stireciural reliance on one-time funds.

Moticn to approve:
TieCrohan mationad:
IV incent gecond;
Motion approved

Motion o approve:
TMeCrohan motioned:
FWincent second:
Motion approved

Motion to approve:
TheCrohan motioned:
TVipcont sccond;

Motion approved

Meotion to approve:
TheCrohan motioned:
JVincent sccond;
Motion approved

Motion to approve:
ThMeCrohan motioned:
T¥ineent second;
Motion approved

Motion to approve:
IVincent motioned:

ThMecCrohan second;
Motion approved
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MINUTES OF TOWN OF BERKLEY SELECTMEN’S MEETING OF 05/13/2026
SELECTMEN IN ATTENDASNCE: Tabitha McCrohan-Chatr, JTenniler Vincent-Membear

Meeting Mail:

Meccting
Minutes:

Town
Administrater
Report:

Board to discuss possible vuMic control measures on Sceuth Main Strect, including
potentianl nsia llation of “No Jake Brake” signage, review of malier; voies may be
taken. The Board voted to authorize installation of “Ne Jalkc Brake™ signage on South
Main Street in responsge Lo neighborhood tuck-nolse compialitts, with the Town
Administrator noting the signs are advisory and riet directly snforceable.

Board to discuss fulure social media operations and communication practices of the
Town of Berkley; review o[ matier; votes may be taken. The Board bricfly reached
the agenda fem on {urure social media operaiions and communicalion practices for
the Town of Berkley and, due to the fength and intensity o the budget discussion and
overall exhaustion late in the mecting, voted to table the item for a future meeting
without substantive discussion.

Board to discuss and potentiafly approve Capilal Tmprovement PMlan proposals lor
[Y2027 and future Mscal years; review of matier; votes may be taken. The Board
reached theagenda item o discuss and potentially approve FY27 capital improvement
plan (C1P} proposals, but given that another budget meeting was alrcady planned and
the current meeting was running long, they chose to defer CIP discussion/decigions 1o
the next budget session.

Board to consider recommendations of the Finance Committee regarding the FY2027
operating budget and potentially vote cn a final recommendation to Annual Town
Meeting; review of matier; votes may be taken. The Board agreed to pause detailed
budget deliberations and scheduled a follow-up budget meeting for Wednesday May
20" a1 6:00 p.m. to continue work on the FY27 operating budget und capital
mmprovement plan, explore remaining funding eptions withoul using general
stabilization, and coordinate with departments and residents ahead of town meeting.

Bristol County Agricultural High Schoo!l Gradvation Invitation, The Board noted the
Bristol Counly Agricultural High School graduation ceremony invitation and
announced that graduation will be held on May 28 at 6:00 p.m. at the Bristol County
Agricultural High Schoolbaseball field, 135 Center Strect, Dighton, MA.

Board to review und approve mecting minutes of April 29, 2026; review of matter;
voles may be taken and Board te review and approve Executive Session mmutes of
April 29, 2026; review of imaticr; votes may be taken,

Discussion regarding the failed override ballot and the resulting Annnal Town
Meeting process. Mr. Chabot explained that becausc the Propaesition 2% override
ballot question failed, the related warmrant aiticle to create and fund an override
slabilization fund (Article 3) will simply be passcd over at Annual Town Meeting,
since there is no fonger a funding source, As a result, thore will be no second vole at
Town Meeting on the override iisell; mstead, Town Meeting will consider one
omnibus FY27 budget article based on the Finance Committee and Board of
Selectmen’s recommended budget within existing revenues, and residents will still be
able to debate and amend that budget on the Moor, but not to revive the Mailed
override.

Motion to approve:
JVincent motioned:
TMcCrohan second;
Motion approved

Motion to talde:
Jvicent motioned:
TMeCrohan second;
Motion approved

Motion to tabie;
JVincent maotioned;
TMcCrohan second;
Motion approved

Motion to table:
Wincent motioned:
TMeCrohan second;
Motion approved

Diiscussion only

Matien to approve:
TxeCrohan meticned:
TWincent second;
Motion approved

Discussion Only
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MINUTES OF TOWN OF BERKLEY SELECTMENS MEETING OF 05/13/2826

SELCOTMEN IS ATTENDANCE: Tabitha ®eCrehan-Chatr, Jennifer Yincent-wember

Adjournment;

OpenCov e-permitting procurement, Mr. Chabot reported that an open solicitation for | THscussion Only
g-ponnitiing selware wes conducted through the sials contract, a vendorhas been
selecied, and implementation is expected to begin in Jate sumrner with a larget public
go-live avound December/Tanuary.

Meeling adjoumed at 8:18pm

*Next Scheduled Meeling is Wednesday, May 20th, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.®
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Martthew Chabot, Town Administrator
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